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ECM POSition Fi "ed I congrega_tioné her Anabaptist

theology is perhaps stronger than som
By Linda Dibble, Conference Moderaddus who adopted our faith as a result

This time of year causes us to reflect ©f family influence. Katherine has a
on what is truly important in our lives ash&art for peace, justice, reconciliation,
Christians. As Lent ends, we look to ~ 9race, and forgiveness that resonated
celebrations of hSFrcL@thSh all of

ct
the new life breathed into the church e Board also recognlzes the most
through the Holy Spirit. excellent work Dave Stutzman has do

New life and new beginnings seem to©" OUr behalf. He faced the large task ¢
be a recurrent theme in our conference P€INg the Interim Conference Minister
as well. Over the past three years, on a partime basis with joy,
PNMC has faced challenges that have cheerfulness_, and a caring spirit that ha
called for an end to some things and ~ P€€n appreciated by mahiyank you,
new beginnings in others. As you know, Pave

the PNMC Board appointed a Search This year6 s annu
Team to work through the process of ~neld at Moses Lake, Washingfome
finding a new fulime Executive 2123.Ervin Stutzman, MC USA Ex-

Conference Minister. | am delighted to €cutive Director, will bring messages_o
share that the Search Team concluded the them® Wh ol i st i ¢ Wi

its work on March®®by making a o f  Jakes foom dohn 20:2B. In _ , _
unanimous recommendation to the addition, excellent resource persons wilKKatherine Jameson Pitts has accepted the call to

Board of Directors that we extend a callPresent a variety of workshops become Executive Conference Minister for PNMC.
to our candidate of choice. The Board throughout the weekend.

then made a unanimous decision on Don’t miss Moses Lake 2012! (Watch .
March 10 to accept that the PNMC website for Annual Meeting In This Issue

recommendation. registration detailsgk forward to _
While details are being worked out, S€€ing you there and sharing the Sister Care | Treasurer
Katherine Jameson Pitts, from Corona, €Xcitement of what God is doing amondg
California, has accepted the call to serv&ls and through us in serving the world.
our conference beginning May 1 Historical Society
Katherineds references could not
recommend her highly enough! She has
served in both Quaker and Mennonite

Pastors Week | Safe Sanctuaries

Fairbanks | District Pastors
Church Connections | Ministerial Updates

Our Vision: Healing & Hope Church Connections

God calls us to be followers of Jesus Christ and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as
communities of grace, joy and peace, so that God's healing and hope flow through us to the world.
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Sister Care Expanded Keener, whose background is church. Students then came and told her

By Joan Kropf, Camas, WA teaching and mental health counselmg, a truth, followed by the class responding,

5In every Sister eds#nShlppenﬁbrg e% OThIS is the truth. o
arises 5What abogdoy I-Illeger}.nogo %Illg sa her, c‘)_You are my equ
Rhoda Keene’r eexecutive director of psycho heraplst and author who ven in your mot her
Mennonite Women emalbzes r%um%r%cavg% '£h|ey created as a beautiful whole person. The

ave shared the’seminar with over 1100per son God made you

that we opened this to men as our
ministry is by and for women, but we
had an invitation from Portland
Mennonite Church. The material is
equally relevant to men because it calls
everyone to personal growth, and we
start with caring for ourselves, and using

women. exercise was pivot al
Heggen began by ssagidg,otBatauokeasthbke

materials were designed for women, theyne t hat day. @

use feminine pronouns. While we will try Practical suggestions applied to both

to be inclusive in our speaking, use this genders. Heggen proposed that in our

opportunity to experience the exclusion culture of righteous busye s s, 0 No ¢

: women have faced whenreadingthe be a spiritual word.
OGu(r) %Wn sbtorryifo; ugndserstﬁnglr;glhci)wn g Bl%e singing and hearingthespoken | i ke a badge of hono
The 78 Member Care participants, word. May your sensitivity and bal ance doesndt al wa
included 24 men. John Glngerlch of compassmn growthrough this t h | ngs. |t may mean
Zion said 51 came® # R re g leaders offered ideas for setting
all the p é ople in hle eacd%rsnu ep %cﬁiaﬁurte st8rWs bownp ies and taking care of our
istussiofis and-persortalexercises to © physical, emotional and spiritual selves.

nephew, David, is a new member of the

Zion leadership team. He added with a explorefourconcepmalmlngourldentltyJesus said, OLove yo
smile, oMy wife deffdBadPgaPelpvede $auisgifob setionade
of Uus | had mor e egllnquwero comp%Sﬁloen%tesllsteplggm@ ore your own need

: ransformmglossad examine our |ifed

with the kids. o
Pastor Rod Staffo e%%lawsmeleeddﬂmalmgmmdahemfyl

heard women share what they learned all$our§hemes M a semlnary class times when God has touched us with
andwantedtoexpandthereachtomeneX er c ise called 0 Nmml 0y adnhédésgradel 6i Ag
0ol dm interested i f q% BIB Q? ag@rﬂ@tggtnempttbﬂelﬁbtheﬁsad

N affficted her tha ecause she Was hen we are ignoring our own unhealed

skills and learning to tell our stories ma fe o. she was not an equal in the g (
redeeming way, 6 rpale; she q wounds. 6

PNMC T Expenses are higher than last year due We will need to encourage
reasurer to increased Annual Meeting expenses forcongregations and individuals to increase
by Harold Nussbaum Board and staff. There were about giving in coming with the appointment of

$11,000 in savings due to fane ECM a fulltime Executive Conference

January 31 marked the end of an
y ervice during the last half of the year. ~ Minister.

unusual fiscal year. We transitioned mid S

year from a fulime Executive 201212 Full Year  Previous Yr  Increase/(Decrease)
Conference Minister to a péirbe Church Contributions $136,167 $135,440 $727
position. We received the proceeds of theé iner Income $32,018 $10,364 $21,654
sale of the parsonage at the former Peace Property Sale $12,450 $ $12,450
Mennonite Church in Portland. We also
received a tithe from the Plainview
congregation for the sale of their former | Total Income $180,636 $145,804 $34,832
building.

Church contributions are up slightly | Total Expenses $171,990 $148,128 $23,862
over last year. We are grateful for the
strong support of every congregation, | |ncome vs Expenses $8,645 $(2,324) $10,969

especially in these difficult economic
times. Other income increased primarily
due to Annual Meeting registration and
offerings compared to last year. Property
sale revenue is for the Plainview tithe.
Peace Mennonite is not included in these
fund reports.

A summary of the fiscal year finances compared to last year is
shown above for General Fund and Annual Meeting.
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“Turning Disgust, Demoralization & Depression into Empowerment for Ministry”
A workshop sponsored by Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary

by Gary Jewell, PNMC District Pastor ~sheer realities of expediency and your sense of integrijon’t take it

As part of the Pastors Week at practicality, can be compromised. If personallj.he obi gger yes
AMBS, | attended a workshop led by  unaddressed this can lead to toxic levelsThe larger ministry of supporting the
Dr. Gregory Hinkle. | wondered if the  of demoralization and depression. Dr. spiritual health of our youth will not be
provocative title resonated with other  Hinkle stressed that it is essential for ~destroyed because a power broker insists
attendees. Most of us in ministry find pastors to develop coping strategies  the new carpet be purple. Let him have
delight and great satisfaction in our  both for their own souls, as well as for the purple carpet for the sake of a

work. Yet, it doesn't take long before  the sake of continuing in ministe. vibrant youth ministry.” This comes

facing occasional moments of having to short, self care is vital. down to, "sometimes discretion is the

make compromises that lead to feelings People who go into ministry usually better part of valor."(But be careful! Jesus

of disgust. Who in ministry, amy do so out of a strong sense of calling, chose the cross. Had he chosen discretion

occupatitrasn't felt moments of ideals, and integrity. Because of this, Vvalor there would have been no resurrection

demoralization or depression? pastors are especially susceptible to  In some cases too much compromise create
"Disgust" is a strong word. A demoralization when "reality” comes upthat no longer has flavor.)

fundamental understanding might be  against "ideals"So what to duitis - Find support outside, as well as

"that visceral human reflex that wants toan option, but shouldn't be the first ~ within, the congregation. Find people

spit out something distasteful.”" In choice. "Choking it down", but that canwho can affirm you and reflect a realistic

ministry some examples might be: eventually lead to serious health issuesview of reality.

- A pastor compromises speaking the trifthdamly realistic option is self care. - Get a life. Do things outside the

the sake of political expediency, i.e. sontéiyifigl strategies include: context of ministry that will feed your

fundamental to the gospel needs to be saidams it. Recognize the feeling. Say, soul!

can't for fear of being "fired." (We realiz&Hieis disgusting and | don't like it!" There was much more to the day's

prophets, which pastors are called to be; afalidate it. Say, "This is an teaching. But | hope this is helpful,

usually "dismissed," even in the church)appropriate feeling, and as a person of either because you are a pastor, or

- A pastor is threatened by power brokeirstegrity it bothers me!" because you want to support one.

(usually the big contributors) within the chgblore options. Consider ways in
who subtly suggest taking their money elggalihgori might "spit it out.”
if the church chooses purple carpet over gheeon your own behalf If you
- This feeling of disgust can occur if a welan't spit it olifind ways to manage
respected member of the congregation thaklesrden. Sometimes even symbolic
sexist or racist or homophobic remark incleansing expressions can be helpful.
context of leadership but is not confrontedRemember that "swallowing"

There are situations where sometimes is about a bigger "yes"
fundamental principles of faith, for and not a character flaw. To protect

Safe Sanctuary Training and (econciliation. We .Iike to avoid 1
conflict. We fear negative exposure, yet

By Jana Gingerich, Hubbard, OR our existence depends on volunteers!
Approximately 70 attended the Safe  These factors create a unique vulnerabi

Sanctuaries workshop at Zion Mennonite and put the church at riskasy Access.

in February. Presenter Marlene Bogard, Congregations must create an

Minister of Christian Formation and environment of clear communication and

Resource Library Director of Western high behavioral expectations through

District Conference, Mennonite Church  prevention training. It is important to

USA, lead the discussion. The goal was educate our congregations, especially
not to create paranoia or unhealthy adults working with children, on risk
suspicions but to raise awareness and  management.
demonstrate a high standard of care. If you would like materials to use for
In order to fully extend a welcome to  educating your congregation, contaoh Heather Kropf &
children, our churches must be places of GingerichZion Mennonite Church, 503 1
refuge and safetffhe act of providinga  65%2274. For additional congregational KElth HerShberger
nurturing place for children is an act that reflestsces, visivww.dovesnest.net Auqust 4th. Wilsonville. OR
the way we also welconidldttses 18:5). 9 ! !
Churches behave as trusting August 5th, Albany, OR
organizations. We emphasize forgiveness WWW.wCmcc.org
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History Preserved

By Melanie Springer Mock
Newsletter editor of Pacific Northwest Mennonite H
Society & Professor at George Fox University (OR)

Thelvan & Pearl Kropf Heritage
Center (right)will be dedicated in an
afternoon celebratigoril 22. Hope
Lind, whose work was vital to the
formation of the Pacific Northwest
Mennonite Historical Society, will speak

The center, located next to Zion
Mennonite Church in Hubbard, OR, will _ ] ]
house a library and archives, allowingtfec r e s t o t he ¢ hur cnenegsential matgriala aj her hpusen hoging
PNMHS to move its holdings from death. The church, in turn, leased the lafgdarger space would open up.

Western Mennonite School and from  to the PNMHS for $1, recognizing lvan  Finally, it has. Since the completion of
storage in Archi viksto pMalesyvidipoest engvatisgran Ehe ikding, volunteers, directed by
home. For nearly two decades, the 1894 red barn on his (and then the Shetler and by Harold and Eileen Weaver,
archives operated fromasmallroom churchds) ground fhave mevedglocamentsabodis nn o n i

adjacent to the WMS chapel, but 400 heritage and cultural center. perio_dicals, and shelving to the new
square feet could not contain the holdingsFollowing the gifting of land, other  location; Shetler and Harold Weaver,
nor allow space for volunteers and Mennonites throughout the region along with librarian Violet Burley, have
researchers to work. contributed to the building fund, allowinginpacked boxes and are getting their

PNMHS to proceed. The historical socief§spective areas organized.

K | had agreed not to go into debt with this  The builr%ing will be open eVIGWkTUGSday
e 1 roject, and so started construction onlyfrom 9 a.nd 3 p.m. PNHMS is looking
Pacific Nort_hwest gnée enough money had been raised. y;or volunteers to help organize and run the
Mennonite : According to Shetler, a member of thdibrary and archives; those interested

_ LB LRI A PNMHS board for almost 25 years, othesould contact Shetler at the center.
g played an integral role in the construction:All are welcome to the dedication
Lre S— e Barkman, a former PNMHS board Sunday, April 22at 2:30 p.m. Lind is
president, was the project manager;  traveling from her home in Harrisonburg,
LeeAnn Kropf, of Bend, was chief VA to help celebrate her role in assuring
consultant on interior decorating; Richardne history of Pacific Northwest

: Kropf, provided essential help with labotMennonites can be preserved.

The Ivan and Pearl Kropf Heritage  and oversight; and Gene Gascho, chaira!
Center provides a vegdpointed lobby the Zion Mennonite Trustee Committeel
and library with wood shelving crafted by The Ilvan and Pearl Kropf Heritage  |§
Hope Village residents, allowing easy Center becomes one of three Mennonif
access to books and periodicals. A Shalkechive libraries west of the Bethel Coll
trestle table, built by Jerry Barkman,  collection in North Newton, Kan. In this
provides a | ar ge wsenseitpaovidesan es$ential tobl init
centerpiece is its clintatetrolled preservation of Mennonite history,
archive room. This 20 x 30 foot space especially in the Pacific Northwest.
includes three compact shelves that moveThis was part of the vision Lind had
easily on tracks, allowing Shetler accesswioen she first proposed a Pacific

preserved items, including church Northwest Mennonite Historical Societ
historical documents and conference  1988. At the time, the organization was | -
records. called the Oregon Mennonite Historicall

A wet spring delayed construction unténd Genealogical Society. Lind, whosej§
last May. A new road, mandated by theimportant booWpart and Together,
county, was added first, then a foundati@icuments the history of Oregon
poured. Framing began in the fall, with tiMennonites, had applied for library spal
interior work completed by Christmas. at Western Mennonite when its chapel

The building is named after Ivan and built twenty years ago. Historical holdings
Pearl Kropf, who owned land adjacent tquickly filled the small room, and in the
ZMC and who, in 2000, donated seven last decade, Shetler started storing
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Fairbanks

Gathering
By John David Thacker

Eleven Mennonites met in Fairbanks,
Alaska on Feb. 4, 2012 for worship and
fellowship in what may have been the
first Anabaptist gathering in that city.
After a potluck and a few hymns, John
David Thacker, pastor of Prince of
Peace Mennonite Church in Anchorage
led a discussion of the article "What is
an Anabaptist Christian?" by Palmer
Becker. Thacker and Gary Matrtin, also
of Prince of Peace, flew to Fairbanks
for the meeting.

Some participants had attended
Prince of Peace while they lived
in Anchorage. Others had contacted the .
Anchorage congregation inquiring gathering here, | wanted tecannect Contact Information:
about a Mennonite presence in with my heritage as well as be part of John David Thacker,
Fairbanks. There has never been a e_Stab!|5h|n9 a f_e”()WSh'p of other Pastor of Prince of Peace Mennonite Church:
Mennonite congregation in Alaska's likeeminded believers in the place wherg pastor@popmc.org or 907-346-2909

second largest city. Prince of Peace is :vlllve. Mythope IS th%tt';he Falurbar;ks Rachelle Hill,

the only Mennonite Church USA enr;om i.ggoﬁp Wi g ap aceho_r local coordinator:

congregation in the state. people to Tind hope and renew their hillsinak@hotmail.com or 907-457-2058
"I grew up in Lancaster County, PA," faith in God." The group committed

said Fairbanks resident Rachelle Hill. ittsecljf to rzefe'ﬂng n;]qnthly for worship,
"When | heard about a Mennonite study and Teflowship.

Back row from left: John David Thacker, Gary Martin, Adam Porter, Simeon Brubaker, Heidi Brubaker, Mary Boston,
Loren Boston. Front row from left: Rahab Porter, Lydia Porter, Rachelle Hill (not pictured: David Whithoff)

Meeting together also served as an  within faith communities. Impressed

o opportunity to review our upon the gathered group of lay leaders,
By Charlene Epp, PNMC District Pastoresponsibilities and roles in support  pastors, District Pastors and PNMC
On a drizzly Friday in February, the offered to these pastors and staff was the importance of sife for
PNMC District Pastors gathered in congregations. As churches experiencethose whose roles hold power and carry

Portland along with Interim Executive  change in pastoral or lay leadership,  responsibility for the health and
Conference Minister, Dave Stutzman, make structural changes or deal with ~ weltbeing of those entrusted to their
and Jeryl Hollinger, PNMC Moderator. conflict, District Pastors can provide  care, and who come trusting to receive

Beginning with a time of worship resources and discerning support. Theycare in a safe manner. Prayers were
through Dwelling in the Word and can help process situations in tandem offered on behalf of those among us
song, the tone was set for depth of with the Executive Conference Minister who have been harmed,

sharing of the life of the PNMC and the PNMC committees. those who have harmed,

through the lens of the District Pastors.  Qur fellowship continued into the  and for the courage to

One of the most sacred parts of the evening, and resumed the next morningdo all we can to prevent

gathering was listening to one another as we gathered at Zion Mennonite further harm.

as we shared about the pastors,the Church to attend t heThadkouPNMQlfori on o f
churches they serve and the lay Clergy Abused wor kbrihging usltogether Ebiythese
leadership of those congregations to  Marlene Bogart. Worship, input, two full, rich days of

whom we extend support. In turn, discussion of realtuation scenarios fellowshijp!

hearing from Jeryl of the work of the  and dramatized readings served as a

Board and the PNMC committees timely reminder of the sobering impac

provided a birdsyeview of the health  of abuse and misconduct
of PNMC, and strengthened our prayers
on behalf of this part of the body of

Christ.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pacific-Northwest-Mennonite-Conference/23483019986932 1
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