
 

 

Written by Eric Massanari, PNMC Executive Conference Minister 
H o w  f a r  w i l l  l o v e  g o ?  
Not love as warm sentimentality, or the intermittent sparks of romance, or even the more enduring flames shared by family members and 
friends, but the Love that calls our name at birth, the Love that will one day guide us across the threshold of death, and the Love that calls 

to us now in this moment.  
H o w  f a r  w i l l  L o v e  g o ?  
Will love be present when times are painful and confusing, and there is little to confirm that our efforts will be successful or effective? In Christ, God 

proclaims, “Yes.” Love will not disappear in the struggle, not even in our deepest wounding or greatest loss. . 
 

Will Love remain even when people are indifferent to it, and even when we deny its power? In Christ, God proclaims, “Yes.” Love will not falter 
when we ignore it or seek other solutions that fall short in the end. It will keep inviting and working with constancy and mercy. 
 

Will Love endure even when the powers of hatred and violence are gathered against it, and even when it must face the worst abuses, the 
most bitter betrayals and the deepest loneliness? In Christ, God proclaims, “Yes.” Love will endure in and through all of this. 
 

And it will dispel shadows of fear, blame and shame with a light of grace and truth. The cross is a disrupting, heart-opening  
disclosure of just how far Love will go. The empty tomb is a wondrous, joyful proclamation that it goes further still. 
 

In this Holy Week, wherever you find yourself, may you know that you are met here by the 

And may we find ways to respond with our own uniquely marvelous “Yes!” to Love. 
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Register now for summer camp! Please share this opportunity for kids to build community in a faith-based setting at PNMC’s regional camps, each in its 
own uniquely beautiful setting! A week at camp provides space to unplug, be submerged in nature, and cultivate wonder in God’s creation. Camp is a 
place where youth can learn about themselves and discover new skills. It is the perfect place to experience growth on the journey towards faith,  
surrounded by nurturing adults. Is there a child or teen in your life who could benefit from the camp experience? Consider sharing these opportunities!  
 

Recently, the MC USA Executive Board and MC USA’s Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference signed an amicus brief in support of Apache 
Stronghold and the protection of Oak Flat, a sacred site of Native American religious exercise in Arizona’s Tonto National Forest. The amicus brief, 
known as a friend of the court brief, allows MC USA Executive Board and PSMC to advocate for Apache Stronghold in the Apache Stronghold v. 
United States court case, which was heard in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, Pasadena, CA, on March 21, 2023. Apache Stronghold, 
San Carlos, Arizona, is a nonprofit Apache-led organization that battles colonization and defends holy sites and freedom of religion. Oak Flat, known 
to Apaches as Chi’chil Bildagoteel or “Emery Oak Extends on a Level,” has been at the heart of a 20-year struggle by Apache and other  
Southwestern Indigenous peoples to prevent the site from being given to a foreign mining company for a new copper mine. 

    Sarah Augustine, co-founder and executive director of , a ministry partner of MC 
USA and PSMC, said, “Oak Flat is the unceded traditional homeland and territory of the Apache people. It is a sacred site to Indigenous  
Peoples, including the Yavapai, O’odham, and my relatives, the Hopi and Zuni. It is a sacred place of worship. While the Apache were  
removed to a reservation along with hundreds of other Native American tribes, they have continued to care for it and worship there.” 
Oak Flat is the site of many important Indigenous religious practices, such as the coming-of-age Sunrise Ceremony for Apache women and 
sweat lodge ceremonies. It also is a place of rich resources, such as sacred medicine plants, animals, minerals and waters. It is considered the 
direct corridor to Apache religion and recognized in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 

To read more on this important story, follow this link.  
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