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Q u e s t i on  f o r  co ng re ga t i o na l  sha r i ng : In Ephesians 3 the Apostle Paul prays for those 

early Christians that 

  

  

  

Thank you!   
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òRooted and Grounded in Loveó 
 (Ephesians 3:14-21) 

 
 
 
Dear Delegates of the PNMC, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we welcome you to the 29th annual assembly in Portland, Oregon. Our 
hosts are Ministerios Restauración and Portland Mennonite Church (PMC). PMC has roots that started with 
the òPortland Missionó over 100 years ago. We are grateful these congregations are hosting our time of 
worship, fellowship, and discernment of Godõs will together. 

We are excited for all of you who are traveling from across our broad conference, eager to renew and begin 
relationships with one another. We have inherited the marvelous story about Jesus Christõs life and 
resurrection that informs our identity as Christians, as well as our relationships with each other as sisters and 
brothers. For this very reason, our Board looks forward to our annual meeting each June, so that we might 
gain inspiration and courage as we walk together and tell stories about how we follow Jesus, witness to Godõs 
peace, and experience transformation.   

So come from east and west, from north and south, to share, sing, listen, learn, fellowship and love. This is 
our time to take our turn bearing witness to Godõs unchanging nature of goodness, creativity, majesty and 
love. Read the reports contained herein that tell the stories of the wonderful work of our church agencies.  
Depart from our meeting refreshed and renewed, with stories to bring back to your congregation.  
May God be glorified during our time together! 
 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
 

Jack Swaim   

PNMC Moderator 
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Submitted by Eric Massanari ð April 2023 
 
 
 

I pray that according to the riches of Godõs glory, you will be granted strength 
in your inner being with power through Godõs Spirit, and that Christ may dwell 

in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 
Ephesians 3:16-17 

 
There is no end to grace. And we are all instruments of grace. 

The more we give it, the more we share it, the more we use it, the more God makes.  
There is no scarcity of love. There is plenty, and always more. 

Rosemary Freeney Harding (1930-2004) 

 
These are among my guiding words and intentions for my first year as the ECM of Pacific Northwest 
Mennonite Conference. Paulõs prayer has been my own as I pray for myself and for the leaders and 
congregations of PNMC, together with the wider Body of Christ. Rosemary Freeney Hardingõs words have 
become something of a mantra or breath prayer for me as we live through these times of great turbulence, 
change and emergence: There is no scarcity of love. There is plenty. And always moreéalways moreé 
 
I want to thank all of you for the warm hospitality and support you have shown, and for the commitments 
you make as disciples and congregations to give expression to Christõs enlivening, transforming love in the 
world. PNMC is a communion of congregations who are living out the Good News in such varied and 
vibrant ways.  
 
Together we are living through a period of reformation in the life of the church in our local communities, in 
our nation, and around the world. This reformation is, in large part, the result of societal and cultural forces 
beyond our control. The Covid pandemic is only one piece of a much larger web of influences that leaves 
congregations, conferences and denominations wondering, òWho are we now?ó And as we can readily see right 
now in our society, when fear becomes the ground of our response to that question, the church becomes 
something far removed from the gospel message of Jesus, with Christian nationalism, line-drawing religiosity, 
and the painful fracturing of the Body of Christ as stark examples. 
 
I think it is safe to say that none of our congregations look the way we did a few years ago, or even one year 
ago. The changes feel dramatic. Our conference does not look the same. There have been losses within our 
community that need to be grieved, and new growing edges to be celebrated. Overall, I feel hopeful at this 
moment. Here are some of the efforts, commitments and highlights from my first seven months serving the 
PNMC community, and leaning into that hopefulness. I will categorize them under the four guiding 
intentions of our PNMC mission statement: 

 
Promote spiritual developmenté 
× Making regular contributions to e-Bulletin that promote spiritual formation and practice 

× Wrote a Lenten/Easter reflection series for PNMC pastors/chaplains/credentialed leaders 

× Regular support and care for PNMC pastoral leaders 
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Nurture healthy congregationsé 
× Currently assisting five PNMC congregations with pastoral transition processes 

× Assisting congregations with discernment processes regarding their ongoing affiliation with 

PNMC and Mennonite Church USA 

× Supporting pastoral leaders who are in transition periods (job transition, retirement, sabbaticals, 

parental leave) 

× Supporting new church plants and their pastors. Note: It is exciting to share that in the next year 

we may be preparing to welcome Community of Hope (Bellingham, WA) and Iglesia Anabautista 

Ebenezer (Keizer, OR) into full membership in PNMC! 

× Ongoing work with the Pastoral Leadership Team (PLT) to tend to pastoral credentialing 

× Healthy Congregation Grants awarded this past year to: (1) Shalom Church (Spokane, WA) to 

purchase Meeting Owl technology to enable better communication in their community, and (2) 

Zion Mennonite Church (Hubbard, OR) to provide Stephen Ministry training for a staff member 

Make strong connections throughout the conference (and beyond)é 
× During my first six months I have made in-person visits with pastors and/or congregation 

members from 18 of our PNMC congregations in Oregon and Washington. In addition IΩve met 

via zoom with pastors and/or congregational leaders from the majority of our congregations. I 

am looking forward to visits this summer to congregations in Idaho and Montana. And hopefully 

a trip to Alaska in 2024! 

× Offering support and nurture for the PNMC District Pastors 

× Regular attendance at MCUSA meetings: monthly conference minister meetings (Zoom), 

conference ministers annual retreat, and Constituency Leadership Council (CLC) meeting 

× Seed Northwest Grant funds given to Pacific Northwest Mennonite Historical Society to help 

ŦǳƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά±ƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜέ exhibit (created by the Kauffman Museum in 

Newton, KS) that focuses on the Anabaptist peace witness during WWI.  

Call each other to fulfill Godõs purpose for the worldé 
As I travel around the conference and meet with pastors, ministry leaders and congregations I am 

aware of how varied we are in our ways of expressing Christian community. It is remarkable and beautiful. 
And sometimes it holds tensions that we feel when we recognize our differences. If scripture is any 
indication, it has been this way ever since that unlikely group of disciples was first called together by Jesus and 
invited to òCome and see!ó 
 Weõve been very intentional about selecting Dr. Malinda Berry to be our input person for our 
Conference Communications Council (CCC) meeting and our annual meeting this year. Malindaõs focus on 
Nonviolent Communication (NVC) and the nurturing of empathic connections is grounded in scripture and 
Anabaptist theological distinctivesñdiscipleship, community, peacebuildingñand she is helping us find 
nourishment in those roots in a way that will help us reorient and center ourselves more fully on the call of 
Christõs love for our common life together and for our ministry in the world. 
 

In Christ, there is no scarcity of love. 
There is plenty, and always more. 

                             4/ 28/ 23 
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Submitted by Jack Swaim, PNMC Board Moderator, Spring 2023 
 

The role of the Board of Directors is to give leadership to and act on behalf of PNMC. This role is in the 
context of our shared vision to follow Jesus Christ and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to grow as 
communities of grace, joy, and peaceéso that Godõs healing and hope flow through us to the world.  
Directors are accountable to Member Congregations, who are the core organizational units of PNMC.  

During the past year, the Boardõs primary focus has been on acting on behalf of the congregations who make 
up our conference.  Here are some of the activities: 

¶ A year ago, we shared that the Board had formed a search committee, working toward finding a new 
Executive Conference Minister.  We are delighted that we found a mutually attractive match with Eric 
Massanari, who started his role as ECM last November 1st.  On behalf  of  all our Member Congregations for 
whom he provides servant leadership, we extend a warm welcome to Eric and his spouse, Yolanda Kauffman, 
as they return to the Pacific Northwest.   

¶ Also a year ago, we blessed Kevin Chupp as he anticipated a two-year term as Moderator. However, 
shortly thereafter, Kevin was called to pastor a congregation in Illinois. The Board asked a former Moderator, 
Jack Swaim, to finish out Kevinõs first year starting October 1st.  At the conclusion of this yearõs annual 
meeting, Moderator-Elect Chris Nord will become Moderator for a two-year term.   

¶ In support of  healthy congregations, in 2018 the Board set aside funds and created a process to 
award grants that would support congregational and other projects. Since then, about $41,000 has been 
awarded for 24 different grants. In the past year alone, about $6,000 has been awarded for four different 
grants. Board discussion continues regarding the balance needed in responsible use of  funds for 
congregational needs, PNMC programs, and maintaining the future financial stability of  PNMC. The Board 
values financial contributions from congregations and other donors, without which we would not have 
resources for staff  (such as our ECM and others) and programs to provide pastoral and congregational 
support. 

¶ The Board itself  met four times (September, November, January, April) using Zoom to make best 
use of  time and other resources. We begin our meetings with prayer and worship. We share information about 
developments within PNMC and across MC USA, and we review and adjust policies to stay current with 
changing times. In particular, after the MC USA delegate body retired the denominational Membership 
Guidelines, we realigned our policies to be congruent.  In the spirit of  transparency, we post board meeting 
minutes on our PNMC website (pnmc.org).   

¶ Board members from PNMC participated in each of  the meetings of  church leaders from across the 
country. These meetings are held twice a year and provide an opportunity for networking with other 
conferences and constituenciesñas well as the denominational staff  and boardñto share ideas and thus to 
influence denominational policies and direction.   

¶ The Gift Discernment Team (Moderator, ECM, Moderator-Elect, and two non-board membersñ
Rick Bollman and Jennifer Gingerich) located persons willing to serve and volunteer their time. The Board 
affirmed the resulting slate in the ballot for delegate consideration.  

¶ The Board thanks departing Director Leonard Nolt for his four years of  service. 

The Board is grateful to our congregations for supporting congregational members to serve on the Board and 
to serve in many other ways through committees, teams, and related organizations. The Board also highly 
values the work done by PNMC staff to support and nurture congregations.     
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(March 2013) 
 

WHO IS THE PNMC  DELEGATE BODY ? 
 
1. Each PNMC member congregation is entitled to one delegate for each twenty-five of its  
    members, or fraction thereof. (PNMC bylaws, Article III, 3, g) 
 
2. All ordained or licensed ministers, whose ministerial credentials have been recognized by   
    PNMC and who are considered active, with charge are entitled to be delegates. (PNMC   
    Bylaws, Article III, 3, g) 

 
WHO SHOULD CONGREGATI ONS CHOOSE TO BE THE IR DELEGATES ? 

 
1. Congregations have the freedom to choose who will best represent their congregation in the  
    PNMC delegate body.   
 
2. Delegates should be members of the congregation they represent.  Preferably, some of a  
    congregation's delegates will bring a congregational leadership perspective having continuity   
    with the congregation, understanding the range of views in the congregation and their own  
    views respected within their congregation. 
 
3. Delegates should hold to the vision and commitments of PNMC (Bylaws Article III, 2):  
 a. The vision and mission statements of Mennonite Church USA and PNMC 

b. Common Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective, as updated from time to  
    time, as their òstatement of faith for teaching and nurture in the life of the Churchó 
c. Commitment òto seek to understand and interpret Scripture in harmony with Jesus  
    Christ as we are led by the Holy Spirit in the Churchó 
d. Commitment to participate in discerning and living out statements of Christian faith  
    and life made by Mennonite Church USA and PNMC 
e. Commitment to participate in the life and mission of PNMC and Mennonite Church  
    USA through delegate representation and financial support. 

 
 
 

WHAT DO DELEGATES DO? 
 
1.  Fulfill the role as defined in the PNMC bylaws:  (Article IV, 2): 
 
Purpose:  Delegates appointed by the Member Congregations have the authority to  
transact the business of PNMC, including but not limited to the following actions: 

a. Discuss and decide major issues of policy for PNMC, and discern the voice of the Spirit  
in the midst of the Member Meeting.  
b. Provide opportunity to speak to the establishment of general policies and the  
development of programs to carry out those policies.  
c. Receive reports from the Board, PNMC staff, teams and other conference activities.  
Reports shall be presented in writing and shall include financial accounting.  
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WHAT DO DELEGATES DO?, CONTINUED  
 
d. Elect the following as needed:  
(1) Moderator Elect. 
(2) Board members to fill new terms and vacancies.  
(3) Secretary and Treasurer. 
(4) Gift Discernment Team members. This team identifies and recommends persons to the Board to 
fill elected positions which need to be affirmed by the delegates at the annual Member Meeting.  
(There may also be other elections as deemed necessary by the Board of Directors.) 

 
 
2. Gathered Discernment: 
 PNMC is comprised solely of Mennonite congregations in the Pacific Northwest.  These 
congregations meet in annual assembly the fourth weekend of June.  The delegate body assembly is a 
forum for these congregations to talk together and to discern together the voice of the Holy Spirit.   This 
forum helps the church move beyond its usual congregational ways of thinking and acting.  Discernment 
happens as delegates together Dwell in the Word, meditate, pray, share, discuss and listen to one another.  
The value of this discernment is not realized primarily in formal actions.  It is realized in the worship and 
dialogue itself as it informs, inspires and builds up our conference, denominational and congregational 
life. 
 
3. Communication channel:  

It is our intent that delegates help the conference stay focused on the value of PNMC to 
congregational life:  1. guiding through pastoral transitions; 2. helping plan for the future; 3. resourcing 
lay leaders; and 4. strengthening the ministry of pastors.  This is accomplished by:  
a. Delegates represent their congregationõs voice into the PNMC body. They receive PNMC  
staff and board reports and interact with the board and staff to provide counsel and direction.  
b. Delegates represent the PNMC body to their home congregations by relaying annual  
delegate session discussions. 
c. Throughout their term as delegate each provides a primary interaction service  
between PNMC staff and board and their home congregation. They may be sought for counsel or 
communication between the annual delegate sessions via email or snail mail. 
d. One congregational delegate shall serve on the Conference Communications Council.  

 
THE DELEGATE Sõ TERM OF SERVICE  

 
In the fall of each year, the PNMC office will request a list of its delegates from each congregation.  One 
of the delegates should represent the congregation, along with a pastor, at the winter Communications 
Council meeting. We hope that all the delegates shall represent the congregation at the summer annual 
assembly.  Delegates shall serve in that role until a different list of delegates is requested the following 
fall.     

  



10 
 

Pacific Northwest Mennonite Conference 
June 18, 2022, Zion Mennonite Church ð Hubbard Oregon 
òRemembering/Re-membering (I Thessalonians 1:2-4) 

 

Roll Call and Delegate Session Minutes 
The meeting was opened with prayer and reflection on Matthew 21:22 by Dianna Eshleman. The 2021 Zoom 
minutes were reviewed as printed. The motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as written. The 
motion carried. Kiara Yoder led the roll call: 
 

Roll Call 
  

Albany Mennonite- (Albany, OR) Pastor Peter Epp reported that the Outreach commission is bringing new life 
to the congregation with various monthly activities.  Albany is also working with the city of Albany in a small 
housing project. 
 

Comunidad Cristiana Vida Nueva ð (Salem, OR) Leader Misael Araujo reports they are still in love with God.  
 

Corvallis Mennonite Fellowship ð (Corvallis, OR) Gerry Langstraat reports they have been active with the 
Oregon MCC sale.  They are happy to be resuming weekly potlucks! 
 

Emmaus Christian Fellowship ð (Meridian, ID) Rick Bollman reports working with the Document of Discovery 
led their group to support St Joseph School in Montana with school supplies.  They have also continued to 
support MCC with school kits. 
 

Evergreen Heights Mennonite Church ð (Caldwell, ID) Pastor Kathy Bilderback states the congregation is 
discerning about having a housing project on their property. 
 

Evergreen Mennonite ð (Kirkland, WA) Pastor Sandy Larson reports having their first gathering as a picnic.  
They are working with a member on inclusivity discrimination in the workplace. 
 

First Mennonite Church of Aberdeen ðPastor Kevin Chupp reported they will be holding a music event 
òGospel on the Grassó for all Christian churches in the local area. 
 

Hyde Park Mennonite Fellowship ð (Boise, ID) Ellen Hunt reports that the congregation has been continuing 
to meet as a hybrid church, working on inclusivity and the Doctrine of Discovery.  They have been working to 
support the Corpus Christi shelter for the homeless.  
 

Iglesia Menonita Roca de Salvación ð (Aurora, OR) Pastor Victor Estrada reports involving the youth to work 
with the food bank in Canby along with Calvary Mennonite. 
 

Jerusalen Iglesia Menonita   - (Salem, OR) Pastor Angel Campoz reports partnering with a church in Ensenada 
Mexico. 
 

Menno Mennonite Church - (Ritzville, WA) Pastor Emily Toews reports having an active prayer quilt ministry 
and working with the Moses Lake homeless shelter. They also host the Washington MCC Auction the first 
weekend in October. All are invited.  
 

Ministerios Restauración ð (Portland, OR) Pastor Samuel Moran emphasized that to do good to all is the work 
of the church. During the Covid pandemic they supplied food for the elderly and many in their congregation.  
They are thankful to finally have open doors for worship.  
 

Pacific Covenant Mennonite Church ð (Canby, OR) Jerry Barkman reports that while a small group, they have 
helped support one member as they obtained their PhD.  
 

Portland Mennonite Church ð (Portland, OR) Pastor Curt Weaver reports they have been working with the 
youth and celebrate each of their graduating high school seniors with a quilt.  
 

Salem Mennonite Church ð (Salem, OR) Pastor Jerrell Williams was recently celebrated with an ordination 
service. The church will celebrate their 70th anniversary this year. They have been studying about Justice issues.  
 

 
Seattle Mennonite Church- (Seattle, WA) Jennifer Delanty reported that recent discernment has led them to 
convert part of their campus into a development of 280 units of affordable housing. The Volunteer Service house 
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is being converted to a support house for Solidarity Network, a group working with black and indigenous people 
of color. 
 

Shalom Church ð (Spokane, WA) Jan Yoder reports that the group began meeting in person again on Easter. The 
group has a ministry to the elderly of their congregation.  Supporting places of need is a great joy to this group. 
 

Western Mennonite Church ð (Salem, OR) Cheeri Barnhart reports that the congregation has been working on 
discernment for the future of the congregation, looking at what their calling may be.  They have also been involved 
with immigration assistance.  
 

Zion Mennonite Church ð (Hubbard, OR) Pastor Jana Gingerich reports the congregation has worked with farm 
workers and the local health authorities to provide education and to bridge cultures during the Covid pandemic.  
 
Church Plants: 
Iglesia Anabautista Ebenezer ð (Keizer, OR) Pastor Jesús Fuentes reports working with Evangelism through 
social media.  They have connections with a church in Mexico and throughout the United States. The church does 
not have a building and has been meeting in homes. Approximately 60 attend services on social media. 
 

Community of Hope Church ð (Bellingham, WA) Pastor Rachael Weasley reported their church is growing on 
the Zoom platform. They are working to build a support group for LGBTQ pastors and parents of LGBTQ 
children. 
 
Minutes of Delegate Sessions 
Delegate Session 1 ð 10:00 -12:00 
 

An introduction was made of persons from the wider church organizations present. The PNMC Board members 
were introduced. 

 
Reports 
 
Executive Conference Minister ð Katherine Jameson Pitts referenced her final written report and highlighted 
the goals of nurturing healthy congregations and to stay connected were met in a variety of ways. Eighteen grants 
in twenty-one congregations were supported through the PNMC Healthy Congregation Grants fund for various 
causes. Up to three thousand dollars per year per congregation is available to help congregations support their 
work.  Some of the money was used to help send delegates to the MCUSA Special Delegate session this year. 
PNMC had 17 delegates representing 60% of our conference churches. Working with the Healthy Congregation 
Grants committee was a great joy for Katherine. 

Katherine encouraged congregations to trust their search committees. During the past ten years there 
have been eighteen congregational transitions. Currently four interim pastors are serving in congregations. 
Anointing oil was distributed to those pastors who were unable to receive it in the past two years.  
   Currently 24 congregations are being served by district pastors. The district pastors were recognized for 
their role in this ministry. Since the inception of the District Pastor program, Brent Kauffman and Gary Jewell 
have served as District Pastors. They were given special recognition for their dedicated service. 
Thanks were given to the Boards and staff that Katherine has worked with.   
 
Ordinations  
 Peter Epp, Albany Mennonite 
 Jerrell Williams, Salem Mennonite 
 Rachael Weasley, Community of Hope, Bellingham Washington 
 Stephen Obold- Eshleman, Portland Mennonite Church, Chaplaincy, Vancouver Washington 
 
Treasurerõs Report ð Dave Hockman-Wert 
Written reports were given as well as an overview. PNMC is on solid financial footing despite Covid and the 
downward spiral of investments.  Less expenditures than budgeted attribute to the healthy report. Operating 
income for 2021-22 was short of budget due to no annual meeting income. Congregational giving was less than 
budgeted and expenses were greatly lowered due to less travel expense and no annual meeting expense. A net 
operating income of $8600.00 was realized.  
 
 
The Healthy Congregations Grant Fund was well used but still has plenty of funds.   
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A visual budgeting story was used for a better understanding of how funds are used. The pie chart for 2023 
demonstrates the following breakdown: 

  Nurturing healthy congregations                                      38.72% 
  Promote personal spiritual development                          9.20% 
  Make strong connections throughout conference        42.36%  
  Call each other to fulfill Godõs purpose for the world              9.72% 
 
 

Search Team ð Kevin Chupp 
The first step of this process was to look at the results of the information gathering process using the tool, 
òAssessing the Mission of PNMC.ó  This tool asked a number of questions to determine the purpose and process 
of PNMC. Out of this information a thorough job description was developed. The Search Team is in the process 
of looking at candidates with a strong slate for the first draft. Kevin acknowledged the Search Team members for 
their strong support and participation in the process. 
 
Search Team Members are: 
Kevin Chupp, PNMC moderator; Jerrell Williams, Sam Adams, Nelly Moran Ascencio, Rob Hanson, Kevin 
Hockman-Chupp and Jill Baker-Swiers.  Attendees were asked to pray for the search team in the discernment 
moving forward with candidate interviews. 
 
Moderatorõs Report ð Dianna Eshleman 
Dianna opened with verses 1-2 of Psalm 126. Our mouths were filled with laughter and songs of joy in being able 
to meet together again. She asked for prayers during the transition process and as we reflect on the outcomes of 
the Special Delegate session 2022.  Dianna stated that the changes in the membership status do not change what 
individual congregations or conferences response may be.  We all are accountable for our individual responses. We 
need to listen to each other and see what God is doing.   
 
Ballot presentation 
The Gifts Discernment team developed the ballot for the board and was presented to the delegates for voting. 
 
Questions/Answers with Iris-De-Leon Hartshorn and Rachel Ringenberg Miller 
 
Q: How can we nurture youth into ministry?  A:  This happens at home congregational level. Ask the youth to 
serve at a young age in many venues.  Leading worship, serving on boards, leading music.   
 
Q:  How were people feeling on the losing side of the passed resolutions? (at Special delegate sessions)  
 A:  People left with heaviness.  The history of LGBTQ inclusion has spanned 20 years of debate.  People 
participated in thoughtful dialogue with much discernment at the tables. MCUSA is just now processing the 
results.  There have been no changes in how church polity happens.  Churches are widening their tents to all.  
Churches will decide for their individual responses within conference. 
 
Q: What is the impact of this decision (to dismiss membership guidelines) with other faiths? 
A:  Other churches were in observance ð Church of the Brethren and MC Canada. The Brethren group were 
wanting to adopt the discernment process with round table discussions. 
 
Q:  How is MCUSA dealing with the rise in white nationalism in our country and congregations? 
A:  Start with the curricula of abolition studies available at the congregational level. Participate in the Peace and 
Justice programs.  Partnership grants are available to churches. 
 
Ballot Results 
The following nominees were affirmed by delegate election: 
  Chris Nord ð Moderator elect, 4 -year term (2 years moderator elect, 2 years as moderator) 
  Emily Toews ð Board of Directors, 4 -year term 
  Rick Bollman ð Gifts Discernment Team, 1 year term 
  Jennifer Gingerich ð Gifts Discernment Team, 1 year term 
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The following nominees were affirmed by board appointment: 
  Kiara Yoder - Member at large, 2- year term  
  Julia Todd ð Board Secretary ð filling an unexpired term  
  Sam Adams ð Pastoral Leadership Team, 4-year term (2nd term) 
  Harold Nussbaum ð Finance Team, 1 year term 
  Jack Swaim - Finance Team, 2-year term 
   
Workshops 1:00-3:00 pm 
  
2nd Delegate Session 3:30 -4:15 
The afternoon delegate session was a time to honor those departing the board. Departing members are:  Dianna 
Eshleman, Jan Yoder, Nelly Moran-Ascencío.  
 New board members are Chris Nord, Emily Toews, Kiara Yoder and Julia Todd. 
 
Announcements ð Barb Buxman asked to have all updates for the directory reported to the PNMC office in a 
timely manner.  
An invitation was made to the Annual meeting at Portland Mennonite Church June 23-24, 2023 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:15  
 
Closing worship and communion with Katherine Jameson Pitts and a farewell supper for Katherine closed the 
annual meeting time. 
  
 
Submitted, Julia Todd, PNMC Secretary 
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Adapted from òConfession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspectiveõ 
Article 16, Church Order and Unity 

 

We gather as a part of the church of Jesus Christ, one body with many members, who by the 
work of the Holy Spirit are brought together into a dwelling place for God. 
 
As Godõs people we gather, we are the church, a holy temple, a spiritual house, with Christ 
Jesus himself as our foundation. 
 
We recognize the need to consult together in order to maintain unity on important matters 
of faith and life.  Love and unity in the church are a witness to the world of Godõs love. 
 
In our deliberations and decision-making we covenant with each other to listen and speak in 
a spirit of prayerful openness and with the Scriptures as the constant guide.  In humility we 
are open to both give and receive counsel.  We know that discernment will include points of 
agreement and of disagreement, words of affirmation and of dissent.  In our discernment we 
are prepared to wait patiently as we seek a word from the Lord leading toward consensus 
rather than make hasty decisions.* 
 
We rejoice in the multiplicity of people, gifts, ideas, and opinions that are present in this 
gathering of the delegate assembly of the Pacific Northwest Conference. 
 
We covenant together: 

¶ to assume the best intentions of all persons who participate at this table and this 
assembly. 

¶ to pray for one another and the Conference leaders. 

¶ to be patient and kind. 

¶ to speak honestly and directly. 

¶ to practice humility and be willing to change or be corrected. 

¶ to listen actively and carefully. 

¶ to respect the views of those who may not agree with the majority. 

¶ to respect the wisdom of the greater assembly and of those at our assigned tables. 
 
(Table leaders may lead their table in prayer.) 
 
 
* Consensus means that the delegate body has listened carefully to all voices, majority and minority together, and sought the unity of 
the Spirit.  Consensus is reached when the delegate body has come to a common mind on a matter, or when those who dissent have 
indicated a readiness to accept a group decision.  Consensus does not necessarily mean complete unanimity. 
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Is Covid over? While its official emergency status in the U.S. òexpiredó recently, the effects will 

likely continue for some time.  If your congregations are anything like mine, òquiet quittingó has 

probably made an appearance. 

 
To that end, I am grateful for all of you who are reading this report, for you are showing by your 
example that working together is valuable, finding common ground is worth striving for, and 
connecting across boundaries might just salvage the humanity that is lost when our heads are bowed 
to our òsmartó phones. 
 
I am thankful for your congregations for continuing to faithfully give to this group of member 
congregations who make up the Pacific Northwest Mennonite Conference. We only succeed as a 
conference by continuing to work together. PNMC is truly nothing without all of you. 
 
Given the myriad of financial challenges that face every household and congregation, it amazed me 
that our total congregational giving this past fiscal year reached 97% of budgeted projections. 
Knowing that some of your congregations have to òtighten your beltsó (including reducing your 
giving to PNMC), this may be a challenging year, especially now that we have a wonderful new full-
time Executive Conference Minister again, in Eric Massanari. But given our financial reserves, we 
will be okay. 
 
Since the stock market ended its incessant run in 2022, it has been swinging up and down (a little 
more down than up), and the PNMC investment fund has been swinging along with it. The balance 
as of February 28, 2023, was $1,120,000, down about $100,000 from last year. 
 
For those of you who prefer credit unions over banks (like me!), you will be happy to hear that we 
are moving our checking and money market accounts to Everence Federal Credit Union from US 
Bank. (If you want to know why credit unions are better than banks, ask me.) 
 
Overall, our actual operating income in FY 2022-23 exceeded our budgeted income by $9,400. 
Actual congregational giving was only $3,400 less than budgeted. Expenses were $18,200 less than 
budgeted, leading to a net operating income of about $27,700 (compared to a budgeted loss of 
$400). Overall, we continue to be in very good financial shape as a conference. 
 
Submitted by PNMC Treasurer, Dave Hockman-Wert 
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