
 

 

Please register soon for our upcoming gathering. A block of rooms have been reserved (Friday 
and Saturday nights) at the Peppertree Hotel. The per night reduced rate is $175 + tax. To make a 

, please follow this Booking Link. Reserve before May 21 when the offer 
will expire. Click here for schedule details. Meaningful children’s programming provided.  
We’d love to have a comforter to tie at Annual Meeting. If you can bring one, please contact Barb.  

 

 

As you know, our conference spans a huge geographical area. The physical distance between us can make it 
difficult to feel connected with one another as a circle of believers. This separation throughout much of the year  

is what makes our time together each year a special event. Gathering to worship, to pray, to sing,  
to laugh, to discern, to serve… these are the fruits of being church, together.  

The Annual Meeting not only provides space for in-person interaction, it’s also a time to share with the whole  
PNMC about what is happening in your congregation. Even if members are unable to attend our gathering in Bend, 
everyone is invited to read the Delegate Handbook. Please share what is happening with your congregation with the 

conference as a whole. This openness and vulnerability with one another is what gives depth to our church  
community. We look forward to hearing from you! (   

“We look forward to welcoming you to the  
Pacific Northwest Mennonite Conference  
Annual Meeting. We are thrilled to host this 
gathering and show you all our beautiful city 
has to offer. Our small community is eager to 
connect with the larger PNMC as a whole, 
gathering together as one Mennonite family. 
We made a little map to show you some of  our 
favorite spots around town — looking forward 
to breaking bread together in a short couple of  

months.”  

We look forward to seeing you in Bend and hope 
that you will join us there! The wonders of  God’s 
creation in the region do not disappoint! 

mailto:brenda@pnmc.org.?subject=e-Bulletin
http://www.pnmc.org/
https://pnmc.org/annualmeeting2024/
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.38175.html?groupId=V58LN5U7
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.38175.html?groupId=V58LN5U7
https://pnmc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-annual-meeting-schedule.pdf


 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Eric Massanari, Executive Conference Minister 
 

The other night we stayed up much later than usual and ventured down to a nearby marina with the hope of seeing the aurora borealis 
shimmering above Lake Whatcom. We soon realized that we were not alone in our desire! It was heartening to discover that hundreds 
of people from nearby neighborhoods had also ventured out into the darkness, with the sole purpose of staring up at the sky in rapt 
attention and wonder. 
 

We saw little—only an imagined something, really—in terms of ethereal lights in the northern sky. Yet, in that multi-generational 
crowd gathered on the lakeshore I saw something else quite wonderful, and . It left me wondering 
about all of that stormy, streaming energy from the sun and what it might be working, what it might be showing in us. 

What sort of stuff does an Executive Conference Minister do anyway? What a great question!  
Here are some examples from recent weeks and things coming up in the near future: 
 
 

 

http://www.pnmc.org/


 :       

Join PMC June 1-2, 2024, for a variety of gatherings that celebrate LGBTQ+ Pride month. We’re excited to host special guest Annabeth 
Roeschley, Executive Director of the Brethren Mennonite Council for LGBTQ Interests (BMC). We will gather with other Supportive  
Network Churches over the weekend for several activities, including a dinner hosted by PMC, a Pride Sunday service and an afternoon  
gathering for LGBTQ+ people. For further information see our , and for questions or to let us know you are coming, email Pastor Kristen. 

Heritage Day, Friday June 21, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, The Pavilion at Mennonite Village – 2525 SE 47th Ave., Albany, OR 97322 

Come for a fun morning of celebration! will feature a Farmer’s Market with around 40 local vendors, live music, food 
trucks, quilt displays, campus tours, and horse-drawn carriage rides! 

ZMC invites to our 
Sunday, July 21—Thursday, July 25 from 6:00—8:00pm.  
All kids who have finished grades K-8 are welcome! This year’s theme is “God 
Rocks”. Through worship and drama, Bible study, STEAM activities (science, 
technology, engineering, art, math) and active games, children are invited to see 
and experience the transforming love of God. (Participants can earn DCC campships!)  

Join other bikers and MCC supporters on a 4-day fund-raising ride this summer from August 4-9. The riders will be based in  
Albany, OR at the Mennonite Village and take loop rides each day from there through the scenic Willamette Valley.  
Visit  for more information or contact Bruce Kuhns at kuhns.bruce@gmail.com.  
 

 
With increased weekday usage for outdoor schools, DCC is seeking 1-3 year-round Caretakers. The on-site team maintains the 
grounds, facilities and equipment; they provide kitchen and guest support. Staff members are flexible with the schedule's ebb and 
flow. This year-round service position requires attention to details, hospitality, creative problem-solving, the ability to work both 
independently and as a team. It has been said that being a camp caretaker is “the hardest job you’ll ever love!”  Living at DCC 
comes with the opportunity to enjoy the wonder of God's creation right outside! Housing, utilities, some meals, and a monthly  
stipend provided. 2-year commitments are appreciated. Start/end dates are flexible. Contact info@driftcreek.org for details.     

 

Portland Mennonite spent Mother's Day weekend at Twin rocks Retreat  
Center for their annual Church Retreat. A Covid outbreak put a small damper 
on the weekend as a sizable number of people needed to drop out, but the 
group that attended was rewarded with gorgeous weather and a Friday night 
display of Northern lights. Eight people joined the church during the Sunday 
service, three of which were baptized in the ocean. This was Rod Stafford's last 
PMC retreat, which created some melancholy moments and lots of story telling 
as . 

 

Budgeting for the unexpected, Prepare your finances for emergencies 
Thursday, May 23, 2024; Time:  2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ET 
Webinar; Event Contact Melissa Short Administrative Assistant Email: melissa.short@everence.com 
 

Follow this link for the latest edition of PeaceMail.  

mailto:brenda@pnmc.org
http://pnmc.org
http://pnmc.org/Resources/eBulletin
http://www.pnmc.org/
https://www.portlandmennonite.org/pride-events.html
mailto:kristen@portlandmennonite.org?subject=Pride
https://mcc.org/events/west-coast-bike-ride
mailto:kuhns.bruce@gmail.com
mailto:driftcreek.org?subject=Camp%20Host
mailto:melissa.short@everence.com
https://mailchi.mp/mennoniteusa/peacemail-may-3075213?e=69c7507a7f

